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Abstract: This article reports the principles and methods of developing the Speaking Scale of the China’s Standards of
English ( CSE-SS) . First based on a brief review of the status quo of oral English teaching and assessment the
authors set the goal of promoting oral English teaching learning and assessment for the CSE=SS  and stressed the im—
portance of conducting empirical investigations in developing the CSE-SS. Second the authors defined the construct
of oral English proficiency by drawing on the theory of communicative language competence. The authors then
presented the overall structure of the CSE=SS framework in which oral English proficiency is described by three cate—
gories of can—do descriptors: oral English communication activities oral English communication strategies and typical
linguistic features. Finally the authors elaborated on the procedures and methods of constructing and validating the
CSE-SS and pointed out the future directions of research for the development and use of the CSE-SS.
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