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A Discussion on Learners’ Lack of Experience and
Concept Reconstruction in Business English Teaching

Liu Yunteng
(‘Shanghai University of International Business and Economics)

Abstract: Lack of business experience has become one of the major learning barriers for the pre-experienced learners of
Business English. As general English embodies professional meanings when applied in business context, and most of
business principles and concepts are the reflection and abstraction of real-life business activities, students lacking in
business experience are unable to construct new schemata of concepts by applying their previously accumulated knowl-
edge, which forms the learning barrier. Based on her years of teaching experience and from the perspective of Dewey
and Bruner’s education theory and Piaget’s constructivism, the author categorizes students” misunderstandings of busi-
ness concepts resulting from their lack of experience, and explores the approaches BE teachers may adopt to help
students reconstruct business concepis. She also proposes that BE teachers should help students explore their business
knowledge accumulated from life experience so as to facilitate their understandings of professional business concepts.

Key words: Business English teaching; learning barriers; lack of experience; pre-concept; reconstruction of concept



