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Brexit Referendum and National Identity Changes
Wang Zhanpeng, Xia Tian (Beijing Foreign Studies University)

Abstract The Brexit Referendum in 2016 and its subsequent developments have had lasting,
profound impacts on the British national identity, which provides a valuable empirical case to examine
the evolution of the identity of a nation state in the era of globalization and regional integration. After
four decades of EEC/EU membership, the UK has experienced the parallel processes of Europeaniza-
tion and the rise of Euroscepticism, which witnessed both convergence and divergence between the
new European dimension and the intrinsic elements of the traditional British identity. As a result,
the Brexit referendum represents a revolutionary break in the European dimension of its national
identity, as well as a significant “constitutional moment” in the historical development of the nation.
It has brought about significant institutional and ideational changes in several aspects: parliamentary
sovereignty, new political, economic and social consensus, devolution, and Britain’s new European and
global roles. In this process, British national identity has been constructed and reconstructed contin-
uously. It is proposed that whether the UK, as a global power in history, can respond to the Brexit
challenges adequately and play an active role in the consensus making of new wave of globalization
characterized with mutual benefit, win-win, inclusiveness, equitableness, and openness, is vital for the
nation’s political, economic and social future.

Key words Brexit referendum; national identity; Euroscepticism; parliamentary sovereignty;

globalization
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