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Crime Fiction as Regional Fiction: An
Analysis of Dialect and Point of View in
Sheila Quigley’s Bad Moon Rising

1 Introduction

Rising (henceforth BMR) (2), the second in a series of
novels by contemporary British author Sheila Quigley.
As the characters prepare for an annual festival, a
number of young women are found strangled and
Quigley’s detective Lorraine Hunt realises a seria killer is loose on her “patch” (90). At the
same time, a young girl is kidnapped. While crime fiction generally and seria killer fiction in
particular currently enjoy both popular and critical attention, BMR seems to have attracted very
little academic discussion to date. No single book or book chapter on Quigley, the novel or the
series could be located for review; journal searches (e.g., The Journal of Popular Culture;
Crime, Media, Culture; Clues: A Journal of Detection) came up similarly empty; and trawls
through the larger indexing databases in language, literature and the humanities (e.g., the MLA
and JSTOR) produced little of interest to serious textual scrutiny. Media coverage, for example,
swings between glowing tributes in the local papers (Sunderland Echo’s “The Mistress of
Murder”), or contemptuous dismissals in the broadsheets, such as this one-line snub in The
Observer: “Bad Moon Rising has a serial killer loose in Houghton-le-Spring. (Well, why not?)”
(Gutteridge).

e

=1 | .

g This essay offers an analysis of Bad Moon
e

While various reasons might be given for why BMR has thus far failed to provoke
academic debate, one likely contributing factor may be the issue of genre. To the extent that
BMR has been noticed, it seems to have been taken for what it first appears to be, a piece of
crime fiction, and as crime fiction, it does indeed fail to impress on several counts. As many
have noted (Giaimo; Knight Form; Messent; Santaularia; Scaggs; Plain), literary crime fiction
typically offers a socia critique of some kind, often through the figure of a detective who is
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marginalised in some way, and thus in a position “to observe society and its institutions from a
distance” (Santaularia 58). Only with difficulty, however, could such a reading apply to
Detective Inspector Lorraine Hunt. As an attractive, white, middle class, heterosexual woman
reasonably happy in her job, she is not marginalised by race, ethnicity, class, sexual orientation,
body issues, or severe trauma, either personal or professional. (3) Instead, her interior
monologue reveals far more mundane concerns, such as a crush on one colleague (337) and a
personality clash with another (8). It is similarly difficult to assign weight to BMR’s killer, a
man named Trevor, since he is little more than a cardboard cut-out. A fastidious child warped
by a cruel mother, he becomes an obsessive serial strangler of young women as an adult, and is
thus positioned as the abused child/outcast figure driven by fanaticism, according to Eva
Erdman’s matrix of killer types, the classic victim of “early abuse by a Bitch mother”
according to Jane Caputi (103). In addition, he exhibits behaviours that readers of the genre are
likely to find familiar (Gregoriou): he begins by killing cats, he collects trophies from his
victims, and when he is not killing he mostly keeps himself to himself. Even his murders are
relatively “mundane,” as seria killer narratives go. While there is no wish here to triviaize
violent crime or its representation in fiction, Trevor’'s killings, when put beside the likes of
Hannibal Lecter’s cannibalism in The Silence of the Lambs, seem pedestrian in comparison.

With areatively uninteresting detective and a cliched killer of unmemorable crimes, it is
not difficult to see why BMR has until now been largely dismissed. | would like to suggest here,
however, that BMR, while admittedly weak as crime fiction, emerges as a significant piece of
regional fiction, and that as regiona fiction it makes two important but thus far unnoticed
contributions. Firstly, it uses dialect representation and point of view operations to challenge a
particularly malicious resurgence of antipathy towards the urban poor current in the UK today,
and secondly, it takes forward the canon of Northeastern regional writing in several important
ways. The investigation will begin with a discussion of how BMR can be read as a regiond
novel.

2 BMR as Regional Fiction

Following K. D. M. Snell, regiona fiction can be defined as “fiction that is set in a
recognisable region,” and that concerns itself with the culture of the area and the lives of its
people (1). As David James (429) and Peter Lewis (108-9) have added, regional novels work
best when they use deeply realised investigations of local concerns to address more global
themes. While the regional novel and the crime novel are typically kept distinct, severa studies
(Erdman; Knight Regional; Lewis; Smith) indicate a more porous boundary between the two
and BMR, regionally situated, clearly interested in the local community, and simultaneously
relevant to larger issues of both national and international significance, is one work that
appears to have crossed the border from crime writing to regional writing.

Taking place in and around Houghton-le-Spring, “a former mining town” in England’'s
“Deep North” (Lewis), BMR is very clearly set “in a recognisable region” (Snell 1). (4) The
importance of instancing this place is evidenced in the numerous geo-cultural
(Chester-le-Street Market, Gateshead Metro Centre; the Souter Lighthouse; Hendon Docks)
and historical references (e.g., the origin of the Houghton Feast, medieval tales about the parish
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church, etc.) given. Going beyond historical and geographical detail, it isaso clear that BMR is
concerned with the lives of the local people. It is this concern, in fact, that accounts for why
interest in the detective, the killer, and his crimes is suppressed. As Quigley’s readers have
noticed if not her reviewers, (5) her real interest is not serial killers and what might motivate
them, but the experiences of a group of characters who seem at first to be minor. These are the
residents of the fictional Seahills, a struggling council estate. (6) In BMR, the focus is on the
Musgroves, matriarch Doris, adult son Jacko, and eight-year old Melanie, daughter to Jacko
and granddaughter to Doris. In dramatising the experiences of this particular Seahills family,
BMR also deals with an issue of wider concern, contemporary attitudes towards the urban poor.

When first encountered, the Seahills community comes across as deeply unpleasant.
Severa residents are fraudulently claiming benefits, one has been jailed for car theft, and
another supports a workless mother and brother through prostitution (72). Drug addiction is
apparently endemic (78), and many on the estate have a reflexive distrust of the police, whether
or not they are engaged in crimina activity (236). In aword, the Seahills residents are at first
glance represented as “chars,” that group in British society who are politely called “benefit
clamants’ (BBC Radio 4's Today Programme), but who are more frequently “demonised”
(Jones) as a “useless” (Moore) underclass and written off as “feckless, delinquent, violent and
sexually debauched no-hopers’ (Jones 80) who are “shiftless, tasteless, unintelligent” (Tyler
and Bennett 379); “laughably incomprehensible” (Tyler 32); very likely “immoral or crimina”
(Tyler and Bennett 379); “benefit dependent” (Jones 111), ill-mannered (Jones 115),
“dysfunctional” (Jones 95), “fond of vulgar clothes’ (Jones 122) and “who cannot look after
themselves, let alone their children” (Jones 122). Evident in numerous outlets, from magazines,
websites, and television programmes to newspaper articles, editorials (Jones; Tyler; and Tyler
and Bennett), and even fine art, (7) this chav-bashing, as it has come to be caled, is both
frequent and widespread (Tyler 26).

While class prejudice is certainly not new, as Imogen Tyler notes, and the chav
phenomenon has parallels in many societies--comparisons with America’s “white trash” are
apposite and have been made (see Tyler 25)--the current wave of chav-bashing sweeping the
UK “marks a new episode’ in Britain's class politics (Tyler 18). Representing a “virulent class
antagonism” (Tyler and Bennett 390), chav-bashing has become so maevolent it can be
considered an expression of “class hatred” (Tyler and Bennett 387, see also Jones; Tyler).
Perhaps even more worryingly, the chav stereotype has become so firmly entrenched that it is,
as Tyler (28) suggests, “increasingly” brought to bear in serious policy debates. Thoughtful
challenges to class prejudice, while always worthy, are particularly relevant in Britain’s current
cultural climate, and it is to this challenge, rather than the phenomenon of serial killers, that
BMR as an exponent of regional fiction can be shown to address itself. While BMR features the
chav stereotype, | demonstrate here that two powerful textual strategies, dialect representation
and point of view operations, are smultaneously at work dismantling and exposing it. The
strategy of dialect representation in this project will be considered first.

3 Dialect Representation in BMR
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The Musgroves and their friends and neighbours on the Seahills are represented as
speaking a Northeastern dialect of British English which | abbreviate here as NE-E. (8) As
Norman Page (Speech) has noted, dialect representation involves two often incompatible goals,
the need to create a convincing voice for the characters, and the need to maintain wider
comprehensibility. Because “striking departures’ from standard English (SE) grammar are
“less readily absorbed” (Speech 54) by readers and “the extensive use of dialect words’ (61) is
likely to cause problems of comprehension, such features tend to be used metonymically (Page,
Speech 54) and in conjunction with more accommodating strategies, such as the representation
of informal SE (Page, Speech 68) and eye dialect (Leech and Short 135). The trade-off,
however, is not always comfortable. Dialect bleaching, as Ake Persson notes, erodes contextual
identity, since the further characters are moved towards SE the more universal they become
(55). While Quigley certainly uses informal SE, some eye dialect (ver for you is fairly
consistent), and afew widely recognisable non-standard forms (me own; them shoes), she does
not lean on such accommodating items in representing the Seahills voice, but instead allows
these characters to speak and think freely in their own voice, consistently, confidently, and
without apology, their identity unbleached throughout. This is evident in the fairly
comprehensive range of NE-E forms that occur in the speech and thought of the Seahills
characters. (9) NE-E nominal and pronominal features, for example, include zero plurals
unknown in SE (“a couple of pound of apples,” 54); us with singular reference (“1’ll get Trevor
to giveusalift,” 29); adistinct second person plura pronoun (“Are youse two coppers?’ 236),
and NE-E reflexives (“Look what I've got to meself,” 184). In keeping with NE-E rules
governing irregular verbs, the Seahills characters typically use done for did (“what they done to
her,” 237) seen for saw (“just seen your Kerry,” 51); and run for ran (“nearly run me down,”
51). Similarly, a number of past participle forms typically follow NE-E rather than SE patterns
(“She’ll think I've fell in the bloody fire,” 45; “I should have took better care,” 144). NE-E
uncontracted negatives are also used regularly (“yer’'ll not catch the bastards,” 143; “Jacko’ll
not let this go,” 181); double negatives occur (“Don’'t help me out none,” 46; “no, don’t know
nothing,” 206); and never is used not with its SE meaning of “not ever,” but as the NE-E
emphatic negative (“ Sorry, love, never seen her al day,” 146) (explanation after Beal).

BMR also exhibits modal verb patterns specific to NE-E in the speech and thought of the
Seahills characters, patterns that actively challenge comprehensibility since they constitute, as
Beal (196) suggests, “false friends,” cases where NE-E and SE share the same form, but use
them with different meanings. Consider, for example, haven't got to and mustn't. As Beal (197)
explains, logical necessity in NE-E, particularly where it is concluded that something cannot be
the case, is expressed not with can't asin SE (“it can’t be true”), but with mustn’t (it mustn’t be
true), and this is a Seahills form in BMR (“Melanie mustn’'t have turned up,” 165). Similarly,
something which you “haven’t got to do” in SE is something which you do not have to do
(“don’t worry--you haven't got to fill in al those forms, just this on€”). In NE-E, however, this
expression refers not to things you do not have to do, but to things you must not do (Beal 197)
(“you haven't got to turn right here--there are road works”). It is this latter NE-E meaning that
is used by the Seahills characters, as when one of the Musgroves neighbours complains about
the behaviour of some of the children: “the little so and sos. They know they haven’t got to go
out of the estate” (208). While such “false friends’ are likely to contuse readers more familiar
with the SE meanings of these forms, this has not led to the decision to avoid them.
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BMR is aso relatively bold at the lexica level in its representation of the Seahills
characters. Going beyond the generally recognisable nowt (183; 236), bairn (185) and canny
(185), Quigley uses stop instead of stay (“I’m only stopping five minutes,” 53); gaffer for boss
(“while the gaffer’s away on holiday,” 131); gob for mouth (“keep yer gob shut,” 49); kid for
younger sibling, particularly in fictive kinship address (“ Ta-ra, then, kid,” 46), the survival of
Old English wif (wife) to mean woman (“she’s an old wife for Christ’s sake,” 181), and NE-E
idioms, such as get wrong for bein trouble (“1f they find us there we'll get real wrong,” 105).

Of perhaps the greatest significance, however, are the pragmatic representations that occur
in the speech and thought of the Seahills characters. NE-E address forms and references to
people (“Realy, our Jacko ...,” 201; “Better not tell our Emma then,” 102) occur, as do
dialect-specific intensifiers (“Aye, why, that bairn had turned into an undisciplined monster,”
185; “Especidly in broad daylight. Eeee,” 142) and NE-E mitigators (“We could cover more
ground, like,” 200). NE-E speech act formulae and discourse routines are also sdient in the
Seahills dialogue, particularly with respect to greetings (“All right, mate?” 51; “All right,
Inspector Hunt,” 16); expressions of welcome (“Why, aye, come on in,” 205), leave-takings
(“Aye, tara,” 238); and gestures of goodwill and reassurance (“Why, aye, lad. Yer worrying
about nowt,”147). Significantly, the NE-E forms here are taking part in a set of
community-specific (10) “interpersona rituals’ (Goffman), those discourse routines we use
day in and day out to nurture our social contacts. What we have in BMR’ s presentation of the
Seahills estate is not only dialect representation, but the representation of a dense, multiplex
network (Milroy), a distinct and functioning community complete unto itself. Through the
representation of NE-E interpersonal discourse routines, BMR takes the stereotyped image of
the isolated, “no-go” council estate (Jones; Beal) and turns it on its head. It is not the council
estate that isisolated from the town, but the rest of the town that is cut off from the estate.

BMR does not stop at giving the Seahills characters their own voice, but also legitimates
that voice, largely through the intersection of dialect representation and character thought
presentation. On a number of occasions involving the Seahills characters, for instance, NE-E
dialect forms occur in free indirect thought:

She left the Co-op feeling dead pleased that the carrier bags were free, else no way would she have been
ableto afford theflag ...; (22-3)

She'd been back and forth to the hospital so many times she almost counted the nurses as family and
Trevor had asked for nowt but the cost of the petrol; (25)

If he were asked to pick the worst day of hislife, he'd not choose that one. No, it would be the day his
young wife Kay had walked out on him; (26)

“I’'m not yer mate,” the man said harshly. But Jacko never heard him, his mind wasin overdrive. Christ,
how the fuck was he gonha manage?; (131)

Vanessalooked around, recognising faces she’ d never seen for years; (182)

It had fairly broke Jacko’s heart the night old Felton had recognised neither one of them. (27)

As Michadl Toolan (122) explains, the free indirect mode presents characters' thoughts by
combining elements of externa narration, such as the third person (“she left;” “Jacko was
fearful”), with aspects of internal expression, such as colloquial usage (“else no way”) and
persona attitude markers (“so many times’). While free indirect thought can give rise to a
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number of effects (Toolan 128), its combination with dialect representation in BMR serves to
endorse the Seahills voice in various ways. In free indirect thought, the narrator’ s external view
tends to merge seamlessly with the character’s internal view, making it difficult to determine
where the narrative report stops and the character’s thoughts begin (Leech and Short 271 ;
Toolan 128). In the examples above, the NE-E features (“dead, he’d not, had broke, never,”
and nowt) are salient among those that can, given the seamless merging of character and
narrator voice, belong equally well to either of them, and are thus effectively taking part in
“gpeech allusion.” As Geoffrey Leech and Mick Short (280) note, this occurs when the style of
a character or a group of characters is taken up in the narration, and one of its effects is
“sympathetic identification” (280). By assuming the Seahills voice into its own, the narration
signals approval of that voice, positively affirming the distinctive non-standard dialect as it
does so.

Notice as well that the alignment between the Seahills characters and the narrator not only
conveys narratorial approval--it also works to counteract reader disapprova. While the free
indirect mode can sometimes “put an ironic distance” (Leech and Short 262) between readers
and characters, thisis an unlikely reading of the examples above. As Leech and Short (262) go
on to point out, the effect of mocking irony is more associated with free indirect speech, and
what we have represented above is free indirect thought, which tends to have “the opposite
effect” (Leech and Short 276). Positioning readers “directly inside the character’s mind” (276)
and giving the impression of “a more vivid and immediate representation of the character’s
thoughts” (276), free indirect thought diminishes reader and character distance, fostering
empathy. Because the shift from the external view to the internal one is so “unobtrusive,”
readers often do not notice it (Leech and Short 272), and find themselves sharing the
character's point of view before any attitudinal barriers can be erected. Applied to the
examples above, this means that readers may find themselves sympathising with the characters
before they can object to non-standard forms such as had broke. Consider as well that the
merging of narrative reports and free indirect thought in BMR gives rise to yet another
legitimating effect by allowing the NE-E forms of the Seahills characters to bleed out and
infuse the narration as a whole, eroding the traditional distinction between SE narration and
non-SE dialogue (Leech and Short 137).

As Giamo has noted, representing dialect is neither neutral nor incidental; rather, it is
“apolitical act” (237). While in Giamo'’s study, which focuses centrally on crime fiction, it is
the non-standard dialect speaking detective who is marginalised and presented as “coming to
terms with functioning in a new emotional and temporal space” (238), BMR as regional fiction
arguably uses the Seahills characters to put its readers in this position. Far from presenting the
Musgroves and their friends and neighbours on the estate as “laughably incomprehensible”
(Tyler 32) chavs, Quigley validates their non-standard speech. The typical pattern of exclusion
isthus reversed: it is not the Seahills characters who experience barriers to inclusion because of
their dialect, but those who expect standard English as a given norm. While other dialect
presentations serve to “problematise and politicise” the “harsh reality” of disenfranchised
groups (Persson 55), BMR’s use of dialect problematises prejudice towards speakers of
non-standard dialects, not through the figure of the detective or the serial killer, but through the
voices of the Seahills characters.
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4 Point of View Operations in BMR

Working alongside NE-E dialect representation in BMR to combat negative stereotypes of
the urban poor are a number of subtly effective point of view operations. As Leech and Short
explain, point of view is the “the danting of the fictiona world towards ‘redity’ as
apprehended by a particular participant, or set of participants’ (139-40). Characters can have
individual points of view readers are invited to share or, as Short notes, they can represent an
ideological viewpoint, a “more generalised mind-set or outlook on the world” that is
characteristic of a group rather than an individual (Exploring 277). As Leech and Short point
out, “exposure”’ to an individual or ideologica point of view can create sympathy for it, and
this is what happens in BMR. The Seahills characters, through various point of view
manipulations, come to appeal both as individuals and as representatives of an ideological
stance. The discussion of how this happens will concentrate on Doris and Jacko Musgrove,
characters who are only indirectly involved with BMR’s seria killer plot when the mother of
thefirst victim, mad with grief, kidnaps Melanie, but central to BMR’sregional reading, asit is
through a carefully observed exploration of their experiences that the text realises its
ideological theme (James 429), exposing and challenging some of the damaging stereotypes
currently circulating about the urban poor.

4.1 Doris

The facts revealed about Doris are clear. She is seventy-two, a widow, and lives on the
Seahills with her son and granddaughter. If, however, we follow Short (Exploring 264-65; 286)
and look carefully at how the facts are presented, we find that our introduction to Doris also
works to pre-empt the stereotyped view of council estate residents as indolent, unintelligent,
and vulgar (Jones; Tyler), a process that begins with our first glimpse of her. Descriptions, as
Leech and Short explain, can concentrate on concrete attributes or more abstract phenomena
(144-45). Typicaly, however, it is difficult to separate the two, as many physica
characteristics have associated with them more abstract metaphorical properties, and this can
be exploited to influence our reactions (Leech and Short 144--45). Doris, for example, is
described not as “elderly” or “old” or “past it,” but as “seventy-two years young” (19), and this
is the first thing we learn about her. Other details, that she is of average height with grey hair
and blue eyes, for example, are revealed later (19). Through her opening description, we are
invited to think of Doris as active and energetic before we attach any other traitsto her.

This view of Doris is reinforced by other scenes, such as the one below (sentence
numbering mine, here and throughout).

(2) [Doris 5] thoughts turned to the carnival parade the following Saturday afternoon. (2) The Seahills
had recently started a residents association and the committee had decided they would have a float on the
parade. (3) A vote, their first as a committee really, had been taken anaongst great excitement: Arabian
Nights was to be the theme and it was just amazing how pretty old net curtains looked when freshened up
with a bright dye. (21)
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The narrative reports in sentences 1 and 2 focus our attention (see Leech and Short 219)
on certain details: the Seahills estate has a residents’ association, the association is run by a
committee, Doris takes an active part on the committee, and the committee has organised the
community to participate in the upcoming festival. In sentence 3, the narrative reports give way
to free indirect thought. As in the dialect examples presented earlier, narrator and character
voices merge here, “dlipping” from one to the other in away that “can be positively exploited
in the manipulation of point of view” (Leech and Short 272). In effect, we follow the narrator
into the character's head, and as the narrator adopts the character’s point of view, so do we, a
stance that promotes sympathy and understanding (Leech and Short 272). Applying this to the
scene above, we find that we start as on-lookers and then follow the narrator into Doris's
experience on the residents’ committee. In so doing we are invited to share her point of view
and find ourselves applauding her spirited make-do mentality. Doris comes across not as the
“feckless” “no-hoper” of stereotype (Jones 80), but as a resourceful person in charge of her
own life.

Another issue readers are asked to consider through Doris is responsible parenting. As
Owen Jones has illustrated, part of the chav stereotype is the assumption that council estate
parents are bad parents, and the children they raise are ill-disciplined, anti-social, and alowed
to dress like apprentice tarts or gangsters (66-67, 77, 114-15, 213; see a'so Moore). By contrast,
the picture of Doris created in BMR reveals her to be a strong and loving matriarch. Vaue
laden expressions relating to family accumulate in Doris's free indirect speech, emphasising
her pride and devotion (the “miracle’ of her son Jacko, 20; the “fine man” her husband was, 21.
Melanie as “the second good thing that God had given her,” 20; “good as gold,” 20; “a bonnie
bairn, God bless her,” 20; and “a beautiful granddaughter,” 20). Such references stand in
opposition to a cluster of semantically negative references pertaining to some of the teenage
girls on the estate, references that suggest Doris views their parents as less successful than she
is (“show off,” “roaming,” “clamouring,” “belly-button rings,” “the street,” “the little vixens,”
21). Many of these references occur in a passage which reflects Doris's strength of feeling on
the issue of parenting: “Doris sighed, they grew up fast these days. She would keep a good eye
on Melanie--she wouldn’t be roaming the street like some of the little vixens. No way” (21-22).
Here, a narrative report (“Doris sighed”) dips into free indirect thought as the narrator and
Doris commiserate (“they grew up fast these days’). Doris's determination to raise Melanie
with appropriate discipline is given narratorial approval through the continued free indirect
thought (“ She would keep a good eye on Melanie--she wouldn’t be roaming the streets like the
little vixens’). The sudden switch to free direct thought (unmediated access to a character’s
thoughts) in “No way” ups the emotional ante by signalling “an abrupt change in emotional
key” (Leech and Short 278). What began as asigh endsin avow as Doris promises herself that
Melanie “the bonnie bairn” will not become one of the “little vixens.” In this way, the text
acknowledges the issue of poor parenting and its results, but cautions readers against tarring all
council estate families with the same brush.

Access to Doris's thoughts through an entirely approving narrator reveals a character that
is not only easy to like and admire, but one that also stands as a valuable counterpoint to many
of the damaging chav stereotypes currently in vogue. The sympathetic portrait of Doris
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personally is additionally the reader’s way into a deeper understanding of the wider world of
the Seahills. Consider thisrelatively early scene in which Dorisis shopping:

Doris smiled to herself as she took atin of corned beef and aloaf of brown bread out of her basket and
put them on the Co-op checkout belt. She would love to have bought a nice piece of steak for Jacko, but she
was pink lint today. Thank God Jacko would be bringing potatoes and fresh fruit home from the market,
where he worked on the fruit and veg stall. The job had been a blessing in more ways than one.

“Hi, Doris,” Katrina the checkout girl said, breaking into Doris s thoughts.

“Hi, yerself,” Doris grinned. She’' d known Katrina and her family, who lived in the next street to her on
the Seahills estate, for years. “How’s the bairns?’ Katrina had twin tearaways. “Same as ever, Doris, and
driving me more round the bend every day. Boys, who'd have them!”... “How about your lot? Y our Melanie
doing all right?” Doris beamed a the mention of her granddaughter, Jacko’'s only child. “Good as gold that
bairn. Good as gold, God bless her. Reading away to herself in the library while | do the shopping...” (20)

If the crime novel reading of BMR isinvoked, a scene such as this would be a serious flaw.
It does not advance the plot, contains no clues, and is routine to the point of boring. As an
episode in aregional novel, however, this sceneis essential, asit deploys ideological viewpoint
to portray Doris and the wider community she represents in a positive light. Enacted here is
Roger Schank and Robert Abelson’s “script,” a cognitive outline of a familiar event. If we
contrast this shopping script with others we are likely to be familiar with (as suggested by
Short, Exploring 264-65), a particular view of council estate life, and one very different from
the negative chav stereotype, begins to emerge. Clearly, this is not the anonymous shopping
transaction where the customer isinformed of the price, asked for aloyalty card, mumbles “No
thanks’ and then departs. Instead, we get a pleasant chat between the customer and the woman
on the till that reveals a number of ideologically saient details. Significantly, the checkout
woman is named (Katrina), and as we “overhear” (Short, Discourse 189) the direct speech
between her and Doris, we gradually realise that we are, once again, watching two members of
the dense, multiplex network that is the Seahills (Milroy). The greetings between Doris and
Katrina are reciprocal, as well as equally informal and friendly (“Hi, Doris’ / “Hi yerself”), and
their talk features shared NE-E forms, al in reference to home and family (“bairns,” “bairn,”
“your lot,” “your Melani€”). Narrative reports in this scene also serve to direct our attention
(see Leech and Short 219) to this aspect of life on the Seahills, as we are specifically told that
Katrina lives “in the next street” to Doris, and that Doris has known her and her family “for
years’ (Short, Discourse 189).

Two other seemingly irrelevant details introduced in this scene, references to food and
books, also turn out to have much wider import. Food names cease to be mere labels and
become instead value laden expressions. Doris buys a tin of “corned beef,” but also “brown
bread,” not white. Similarly, she is thankful that Jacko will be bringing “potatoes’ and “fresh
fruit” home from the “fruit and veg stall” (19). There is no mention here of greasy chips,
takeaways, junk food, fizzy drinks or acopops, the supposedly preferred food of chavs (Jones).
While Doris may not be able to afford expensive cuts of beef, sheis still concerned to feed her
family well, and does not need a well-intentioned but perhaps patronising “eating well on a
budget” course to do it Significantly, we also “overhear” Doris talking with pride about
Melanie' s love of reading and her habit of visiting the library (“Reading away to herself in the
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library”). In this way, an amiable chat at the character-character level works to erode the
stereotype of the barely literate chav at the text-reader level.

The checkout scene is not really about shopping and it is far from irrelevant. Through
various “groups of indicators’ (Short, Exploring 277) that all pull in the same direction (Fowler
76), this scene demonstrates that the Seahills, at first glance a rough estate, is for some of its
residents, at least, a closely knit neighbourhood where life revolves around home and family
and doing what is best for the “bairns.”

4.2 Jacko

Like his mother Doris, Jacko is only tangentially involved with BMR’s serial killer plot,
but central to its project of challenging the chav stereotype. In Jacko's case, in fact, the
regional reading of BMR is doubly reinforced, as many of the functions of the serial killer as a
device in crime fiction have been transferred to him, even though he is not the killer. As
Leonard Cassuto notes, our initial response to serial killersis normally disgust. Fictiona serial
Killer narratives, however, often seek to disturb this response, tempering disgust with sympathy
(Cassuto 222). Textua strategies such as point of view manipulation, for example, give readers
access to the killer's thoughts and feelings, and this encourages understanding (Gregoriou).
While the murderous acts are not condoned, the killer is gradually humanised, prompting the
reader to consider positions and attitudes they might not have otherwise, and to examine some
of their own beliefs and assumptions (Gregoriou; Plain; Short, Exploring 259). In BMR,
however, this process does not unfold through the serial killer. As noted earlier, the killer as a
character is a stock type, and his crimes fail to provoke narrative tension. He kills and gets
caught and that is that--they should “throw the bloody key away” (415). Deeper reflections as
to the nature of his crimes and their relationship to society do not seem of interest. Instead, it is
Jacko’s character that challenges the reader, and his crime that invites searching and difficult
questions. In effect, Jacko embodies the role of the serial killer as device in BMR, even though
he himself is not the killer.

In BMR, it is Jacko rather than the seria killer who is the “modern bogeyman”
(Santaularia 63; see also Cassuto 220; Strengell 78) descended from Gothic fiction, the “class
other” (Tyler and Bennett) who reflects middle-class fears and threatens the serenity of
middle-class life (Cassuto). (11) His speech and thought are peppered with expletives (BMR
161, 201), he thinks nothing of telling his mother to “shut it” (339), he accepts a certain level
of personal violence as par for the course in his life (233; 362-5; 342), he wastes what little
money he has on luxuries (53, 141), and he is defrauding the benefit system by working
illegally. When caught he lies, claming to have worked only a few days (131) when he has
been doing the job for “a couple of years’ (53).

It is here in Jacko that the chav stereotype of an aggressive thug is perhaps most fully
realised. Through a series of point of view operations, however, BMR works to recruit reader
sympathy for Jacko, challenging the reader by transmuting this monstrous image of him as it
does so. Thus, it is through Jacko that BMR brings together its themes of crime and class.
Consider, for instance, the following passages from Jacko’ s introduction.
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Jacko Musgrove strode up the street, long lean and swarthy. The black patch over his left eye had been
part of his face since his nineteenth birthday, the result of his motorbike skidding on ice and hurtling into
New bottle off-license through the large plate-glass window. Luckily for everyone who'd fancied a drink
that night, it was past closing time. (25-26)

Night after night as kids, he and his mate Beefy had sat up with the old man up at the pigeon crees
listening to his war stories. The old man told a hell of atale and many atime he had Jacko and Beefy going.
(27)

In each case, the narrator’s external perspective (e.g., “Jacko Musgrove’; “he”) blends
with Jacko’s internal experience (e.g., “skidding,” “hurtling,” “fancied,” “night after night”),
encouraging the reader to see what the narrator sees, not a menacing chav but a concerned
citizen and a good neighbour. In the first passage Jacko displays a selfless regard for others, his
primary response to catastrophic injury relief that he did not hurt anyone else, and in the
second we witness his kindness to an elderly neighbour. Other descriptions of Jacko
corroborate and reinforce this positive view of him. He is genuinely saddened when his elderly
neighbour becomes too ill to recognise him and has to be hospitalised (27), he is concerned not
to burden his friends with his own troubles (240), and he risks his own life saving others from a
burning building (56-58). In such details there is an effective appeal to shared values (Leech
and Short 221). The mere fact that we are “fellow human beings,” as Leech and Short (221) put
it, predisposes us to find in favour of a character who puts concern for others before himself
and treats others with respect.

Point of view operations not only revea and celebrate Jacko’s positive character traits,
they also humanise his negative traits. For example, Jacko does overspend, but whether this
counts as the “excessive consumption” of chav stereotype is opened up for debate (Tyler 21).
Incredulity at Jacko’'s frivolous spending is voiced not by middle-class on-lookers or
means-testing officers cast in demeaning we-know better stances, but by his closest friends,
Mickey and Robbie. “But Jesus, Jacko, how many dolls has Melanie got?’ exclaims Robbie,
and Mickey, astonished, wonders why Jacko would buy a doll after being “cut off by the
socia” (141). Putting such questions in the mouths of friends ensures Jacko’s answer receives
its most generous hearing. He is spending money he can ill afford for his daughter Melanie,
who struggles with cerebral palsy (27): “Well, she’s not been too good this week yer know, her
leg’'s playing her up, poor bairn [...] It'sasurprise. | have to get it, man, Melanie's gonna love
it” (141). Through another appeal to shared values (Leech and Short 221), what initially came
across as squandering is now associated with concerned parenting, and readers are likely to
follow the lead of Mickey and Robbie here, who eventually accept Jacko's answer without
further judgement or censure.

Point of view operations also serve to contextualise one of Jacko's much larger failings,
his crimina behaviour. In this way, it is Jacko's crime in BMR that provokes lasting and
unresolved questions, not the seria killer’s. While Jacko is caught red-handed in benefit fraud,
careful sequencing of this scene invites readers to remember his commitment as a father and to
weigh this along with his guilt. Jacko, like Doris, is keen to encourage Melanie in the habit of
reading, and one of his visits with her to the library (128-29) occurs just before the red-handed
scene. Not long after it, readers are reminded that Jacko’s money problems are a consequence
not of fecklessness, but of wanting to provide for his daughter (141).
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In the red-handed scene itself, Jacko’s actions are not glossed over, but they are put
forward entirely from his point of view, which inevitably invites understanding. In part, thisis
accomplished by dehumanising the benefit inspector. We are not, for example, given much
access to his thoughts, but instead get mostly external descriptions and reports of his actions
that tend to provoke “ estrangement” (Leech and Short 141) rather than empathy:

[Jacko] looked up to see the man he'd just served staring at him; The small pot-bellied man smiled at
him, and it was a cold smile that at once had Jacko on edge;
Then he laughed sarcastically;
He pulled a badge out of his pocket, and with a mean smirk shoved it in Jacko’ s face. (130)

The dienating effect is heightened by the concentration of semantically negative verbs,
adverbials, and modifiers (italicised above) that paint the inspector in an unflattering light as
short, fat, and mean-spirited. In addition, most of the inspector’s gestures are presented as
aggressive actions that affect Jacko (staring at him; smiled at him; a cold smile that ... had
Jacko on edge; shoved it in Jacko’s face), which works to position the actually guilty Jacko as
avictim of the inspector's unreasonabl e bullying.

While the view we get of the benefit inspector is largely external, the view we get of
Jacko is primarily internal, as in the scene below, which brings us progressively nearer to his
“active mind” (Leech and Short 227) as he realises the consequences of the benefit inspector’s
visit. Once again, the greater intensity and immediacy of free indirect thought presentations
(Leech and Short 276) are in operation and serve to involve the reader.

(1) But Jacko never heard him, his mind was in over-drive. (2) Christ, how the luck was
he gonna manage? (3) He was behind with everything. (4) And some of the people he owed
money to ... (5) Oh God. (131)

Here, we begin with a highly allusive narrative report (see discussion of NE never earlier)
that soon dlips into free indirect thought (“Christ, how the fuck was he gonna manage?’),
highlighting Jacko’'s agitation and inviting empathy. Sentences 3 and 4, presented as a list,
signal Jacko’s mounting tension, and the progression to free direct thought in 5 (“Oh God”)
marks the tipping point into complete panic, Jacko’'s sudden realisation (to paraphrase Leech
and Short 275) of just how much trouble he may be in. It is significant as well that sentence 4
remains unfinished. This flout of quantity, as H. P. Grice would call it, allows readers to
complete the inference for themselves, a strategy that further aligns reader and character.
Effectively, readers go through the process of realisation that is suggested for Jacko, figuring
out, just as he must be, that he is now not only in debt, but in imminent danger of bodily harm
from aloan shark.

While in seria killer fiction it is sympathy for the killer that challengcs readers and
prompts wider questions (Gregoriou), BMR as regional fiction assigns these functions to Jacko.
It is Jacko’s benefit fraud that stays in the mind after the book is closed, not the serial killer's
crimes. |s Jacko entirely responsible? In a straightforward sense, the answer to thisis yes, and
BMR does not dodge this position: Jacko is working illegally to pay off aloan shark, having
willingly borrowed money he did not have to purchase something he did not strictly need, a
trip to Disneyland (53). He cheats while on benefits and gets caught, “fairly banged to rights’
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(135), and involvement with the loan shark threatens his family’s safety (Doris is attacked, and
for a time he believes Méelanie has been kidnapped by the loan shark’s thugs, as well). While
we are not asked to excuse any of this, the point of view operations employed may put usin the
uncomfortable position of wanting to. Over time, we are invited to focus less on Jacko’'s
criminal act and its consequences, and more on understanding why he does it, and discover that
his motives are entirely sympathetic. He is not spending money on luxuries for himself or
throwing it away on corrosive habits such as drink, drugs, or gambling; rather, he ssmply wants
to give his daughter a good and happy life, and it is difficult to fault him for this. The text
invites readers to consider what they might have in common with Jacko and the answer is,
disturbingly, more than might be supposed at first. While Trevor the killer can be dismissed as
stereotype in BMR, Jacko cannot

5 Taking Forward the Canon of Northeastern Regional Fiction

Thus far, it has been argued that BMR, at first glance a seria killer narrative, is best read
as regional fiction which has as its primary am exposing the reflexively negative “char”
stereotype currently in wide circulation. We turn now to the final point to be made, that BMR’s
challenge to the char stereotype also takes forward the canon of Northeastern regional fiction in
several important ways. While it is authors such as the Brontes and George Eliot who arguably
spring to mind as chroniclers of England’s north (James 420), there is, as a number of
commentators have noted (Coils; James; Lewis; Pickering and Robins; Smith), a less well
known but no less important body of work devoted to what Beal (187) has called “the extreme
North-Eastern corner of England” (see note 4). While A. J. Cronin’s The Stars Look Down is
sometimes identified as an early exponent of this work (Smith 104), it istypically said to begin
with Jack Common’s brace of novels, Kiddar's Luck (1951) and its sequel The Ampersand
(1954) (Pickering and Robins, Smith). The stories and novels of Sid Chaplin (e.g. The Thin
Seam, 1950; The Day of the Sardine, 1961 ; The Watchers and the Watched, 1962) are also
acknowledged classics in this canon, and more recent entrants include Pat Barker's
uncompromising explorations of women and poverty in the Northeast (e.g., Union Street, 1982)
(Smith). Grudgingly but no less typically included (Coils; Smith) are the historical romances of
Catherine Cookson, inaugurated with Kate Hannigan in 1950.

As James has noted, regional fiction is often synonymous with working class fiction, and
in keeping with much working class writing, a number of these classic Northeastern regional
texts reveal a preoccupation with deprivation, exclusion, and political didacticism (420). As
Penny Smith has noted, many of the canonical works of Northeastern fiction are, essentialy,
about socia anxiety, “about not being sure of who you are, and about not belonging” (108).
Christopher Jack in the The Thin Seam, for instance, is like many Chaplin protagonists (Smith
111) who see his people “in one world” but himself “in another, completely and utterly alien”
(Chaplin 21). Kiddar’s Luck, as Picketing and Robins note, is widely understood to reflect
Common’s own experience as a “refugee between classes and cultures’ (91) beset by “anguish,
despair and self-doubt” (91), and Cookson’s eponymous Kate Hannigan, from the poor “fifteen
streets’ but feeling herself to be not really of them, similarly finds herself caught between
different classworlds.
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A further manifestation of this social anxiety involves the NE-E dialect, which is often
represented not with pride, as might be expected in regiona fiction, but ambivalence.
Apologist prefaces, directed towards the expectation of standard English, account either for the
way it is represented (Cookson’'s “Author’s Note” to Kate Hannigan) or the decision not to
represent it (Common’'s ““Reading Directions” to The Ampersand), and the characters
themselves often betray linguistic insecurity. Kate Hannigan is confident in her looks and her
ability to learn, but ashamed of her diaect: “it was only her talk that was all wrong” (20). Will
Kiddar in Kiddar’s Luck speaks with fondness of his working class childhood, but
linguistically it is his teacher, who “talked posh. All day” (31) who he admires “at once” (31)
(if only briefly). Scenes detailing dialect suppression are similarly typical. Kate Hannigan
chides her daughter for saying “taties’ instead of “potatoes’ (282), and Will Kiddar witnesses
another child being scolded by a teacher for saying “divvent knaa’ instead of “don’t know”
(32). In a further blow to the expression of dialect, NE-E forms are often kept at a distance
from the narration, occurring only or primarily in direct speech presentations (e.g., see
Kiddar's Luck), and the protagonists themselves, native NE-E speakers, nevertheless maintain
afairly rigid SE delivery (e.g., Christopher Jack in The Thin Seam).

Many classic Northeastern regional texts are also explicitly political (Picketing and
Robins 78-9) and feature overt indictments of institutions deemed oppressive. Capitalism is a
favourite target (the protagonist’s uncle in The Ampersand holds forth for many pages on this
subject), asis arigged educationa system (Pickering and Robins 85). This constant indictment
of forces beyond any one individual’s control leads to a certain fatalistic streak in many
characters, who see themselves as victims of “doomed luck or fate” (Picketing and Robins 82).
The working-class Will Kiddar, for example, believes he started life “under [a] minus-sign”
(Common 6, see also Pickering and Robins 82) cursed by the “bad faeries’” of poverty, harsh
physical labour, alcoholism, and crime (6).

While BMR shares with these earlier texts a concern for the working class condition, it is
not preoccupied in the same way with belonging and political struggle in its presentation of the
Seahills characters, and thus it takes Northeastern regiona writing in a refreshing direction.
Unlike the divided and anguished protagonists of the Northeastern classics, the Seahills
residents suffer no crises of identity, no ambiguities of belonging, and no bouts of
self-consciousness. Instead “affirmative use” is made of their “marginality,” to borrow a phrase
from Paula Fox (60), and the characters participate in “positive regionalism,” the presentation
of “asdf-sufficient cross-section of a particular society” (Knight Regional 39, emphasis added).
As noted earlier in section three, the Seahills characters are part of a close knit community, and
are secure in the NE-E speech that marks their membership init. In addition, it is clear that the
text takes a celebratory attitude towards this dialect. Few concessions are made to SE readers
or SE expectations, as noted, and there is no explanatory preface; instead, readers are ssmply
confronted with a triumph of forms that many of them will find alien. What is more, these
NE-E forms are uncontained. They are not kept corraled within quotation marks, as shown
above, but are alowed to permeate the narrative flame of the novel, as well. Unlike Will
Kiddar, the Musgroves do not stand in awe of SE; unlike Kate Hannigan, they feel no need to
“gpeak posh”; unlike Christopher Jack, they do not abandon their first form of speech, their
own dialect. Consider also that scenes of dialect suppression simply do not feature in BMR.
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While Méelanie is subject to parental discipline on severa occasions (“don’t get in cars with
strangers’; “don’t go off the estate”), neither Doris nor Jacko censure her linguistic behaviour
on dialect grounds. Neither are there any instances where the adult Seahills characters are
ridiculed for the way they speak. No one sneers at their double negatives, or tells them to get
their tenses “right.” In fact, metalinguistic commentary in BMR reinforces linguistic pride in
the regional dialect. When Melanie meets Josh, a stranger in town for the local festival, sheis
sufficiently secure linguistically to tell him “yer talk funny” (81), and to laugh when he tries to
suggest that it may be she who talks funny. When Mickey, Jacko's friend, exhorts loca
alcoholic Dave Ridley to “speak plain English” (48), “plain English” does not mean standard
English. It is not different grammatical forms that Mickey needs, but ssmply more information,
and when Dave provides this in the NE-E speech they share, the communication problem is
resolved (48-49).

While BMR does force an examination of middle class prejudice towards the urban poor,
it does so implicitly through point of view manipulations and thus is refreshingly free from
politica dogma and didactic posturing. Largely uninterested in politics, the Seahills characters
spend little time discussing such matters, and there is no searing indictment of, for example,
capitalism or Thatcherite policies as the root cause of deprivation. Neither Jacko himself nor
the narrator in BMR blame capitalism, cultural imperialism, or a general decline in standards
for “making” him want a trip to Disneyland or expensive toys for Melanie and thus leading
him into his troubles. Rather, he recognises the consequences of what he knows to be his own
decisions. And though both Jacko and his mother face “the constant struggle to stay afloat” that
living on benefits often entails (Jones 197) and experience violence, neither is put through the
unrelenting catalogue of despair and degradation (rape, domestic violence, pathological neglect)
suffered by Pat Barker’s protagonists in, for example, Union Street (1982). In addition, neither
of them is especially fatalistic. Doris, as shown in section four, is above al capable, facing
adversity with grace and dignity, and Jacko, while fond of telling people he was born *“under a
bad moon” (26), tackles his misfortunes with a sense of purpose. Concerned that his mother
may be in the initial stages of Alzheimer’s, he goes to the library, as good a son as he is a
father (“somebody must know something that would keep it bay for as long as possible ... It
wasn't going to happen to his Mam. Not if he could help it” 27). Confronted with his
daughter’s disability, he does everything he can (“He was constantly updating his knowledge
of theterrible disorder” 26). Where Common’s Will Kiddar rails against fate and Barker’ s Mrs.
Brown lets a sexually assaulted daughter drift towards insanity (Union Street), Jacko at least
triesto tackle his problems.

6 Conclusion

While marketed and received as a crime novel, it has been shown here that BMR is better
read as regional fiction. Through the strategic representation of NE-E dialect and the effective
manipulation of point of view, BMR presents a sympathetic snapshot of council estate life in
the Northeast of England, and in so doing invigorates the canon of Northeastern regiona
fiction in significant ways. Directed against the current wave of venomous chav ridicule and
representing what Tyler notes is a long overdue restoration of dignity (31), BMR is
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affirmational rather than bleak and stands as one of the rare positive images of the urban poor
in contemporary British popular culture.
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b. People fear more strongly because the King is ailing.
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PE3C: Mankind is at the threshold of the 21st century...bring our own advantages into play,

foster strengths and circumvent weaknesses to welcome the challenges of economic
lobalization.
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3% Restructuring of the world economy has been speeded up.
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P3C: A foreign investor shall, when merging...apply to the approval organ in accordance
with the present provisions for approval... indicate on it the words of “investments contributed
by the foreign party are less than 25%".
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3%: The proportion of investments contributed by aforeign investor shall not be less than
25% of the registered capital of the foreign-funded enterpriselestablished after the merger.
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